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The phrase of the lowest of the people is " honour-
bright," and their vulgar praise, "his word is as good
as his bond." They hate shuffling and equivocation,
and the cause is damaged in the public opinion on
which any paltering can be fixed. Even Lord Chester-
field, with his French breeding, when he came to define
a gentleman, declared that truth made his distinction ;
and nothing ever spoken by him would find so hearty
a suffrage from his nation. The Duke of Wellington,
who had the best right to say so, advises the French
General Kellermann, that he may rely on the parole
of an English officer. The English, of all classes, value
themselves on this trait, as distinguishing them from
the French, who, in the popular belief, are more polite
than true. An Englishman understates, avoids the
superlative, checks himself in compliments, alleging
that in the French language one cannot speak with-
out lying.

They love reality in wealth, power, hospitality,
and do not easily leam to make a show, and take the
world as it goes. They are not fond of ornaments,
and if they wear them, they must be gems. They
read gladly in old Fuller, that a lady, in the reign of
Elizabeth, "would have as patiently digested a lie,
as the wearing of false stones or pendants of counter-
feit pearl." They have the earth-hunger, or prefer-
ence for property in land, which is said to mark the
Teutonic nations. They build of stone: public and
private buildings are massive and durable. In com-
paring their ships, houses, and public offices with the
American, it is commonly said that they spend a